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Confession and Absolution
397 As with Gladness Men of Old
1
As with gladness men of old, Did the guiding star behold;
As with joy they hailed its light, Leading onward, beaming bright;
So, most gracious Lord, may we, Evermore be led by Thee.
2

As with joyful steps they sped, Savior, to Thy lowly bed,
There to bend the knee before, Thee, whom heav’n and earth adore;
So may we with willing feet, Ever seek Thy mercy seat.

3

As they offered gifts most rare, At Thy cradle, rude and bare,
So may we with holy joy, Pure and free from sin’s alloy,
All our costliest treasures bring, Christ, to Thee, our heav’nly King.

4

Holy Jesus, ev’ry day, Keep us in the narrow way;
And when earthly things are past, Bring our ransomed souls at last
Where they need no star to guide, Where no clouds Thy glory hide.

5

In the heav’nly country bright, Need they no created light;
Thou its light, its joy, its crown,Thou its sun which goes not down;
There forever may we sin, Alleluias to our King.
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In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
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Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy
name. Amen.
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Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Service of the Word
Introit Psalm 45:6–8a; antiphon: v. 17
I will cause your name to be remembered in all generations;
therefore nations will praise you forever and ever.
Your throne, O God, is forever and ever. The scepter of your kingdom is a scepter of uprightness;
you have loved righteousness and hated wickedness.
Therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness beyond your companions;
your robes are all fragrant with myrrh and aloes and cassia.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
I will cause your name to be remembered in all generations;
therefore nations will praise you forever and ever.

Kyrie
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity
of all let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the
Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

394 Songs of Thankfulness and Praise sts. 1–2
1
Songs of thankfulness and praise, Jesus, Lord, to Thee we raise,
Manifested by the star, To the sages from afar, Branch of royal David’s stem
In Thy birth at Bethlehem: Anthems be to Thee addressed, God in man made manifest.
2

Manifest at Jordan’s stream, Prophet, Priest, and King supreme;
And at Cana wedding guest, In Thy Godhead manifest; Manifest in pow’r divine,
Changing water into wine; Anthems be to Thee addressed, God in man made manifest.

Salutation
P
C
P

C

and Collect of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
O God, by the leading of a star You made known Your only-begotten Son to the Gentiles.
Lead us, who know You by faith, to enjoy in heaven the fullness of Your divine presence;
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 60:1–6
1Arise,

shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 2For
behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will
arise upon you, and his glory will be seen upon you. 3And nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your rising. 4Lift up your eyes all around, and see; they all
gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from afar, and your daughters shall
be carried on the hip. 5Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and exult,
because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you, the wealth of the nations shall come
to you. 6A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all
those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall bring good
news, the praises of the LORD.
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Psalm Psalm 2
Why do the nations rage
and the peoples plot in vain?
2 The kings of the earth set themselves,
and the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD and against his Anointed, saying,
3 “Let us burst their bonds apart
and cast away their cords from us.”
4 He who sits in the heavens laughs;
the Lord holds them in derision.
5
Then he will speak to them in his wrath,
and terrify them in his fury, saying,
6 “As for me, I have set my King
on Zion, my holy hill.”
7 I will tell of the decree:
The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today I have begotten you.
8 Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage,
and the ends of the earth your possession.
9 You shall break them with a rod of iron
and dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel.”

10 Now

therefore, O kings, be wise;
be warned, O rulers of the earth.
11 Serve the LORD with fear,
and rejoice with trembling.
12
Kiss the Son,
lest he be angry, and you perish in the way, for his wrath is quickly kindled.
Blessed are all who take refuge in him.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning is now, and
will be forever. Amen.

Alleluia and Verse
C Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia, alleluia.
Holy Gospel Matthew 2:1–12
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
1Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise
men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews?
For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3When Herod the king heard
this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and assembling all the chief priests and scribes
of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem
of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: 6“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are
by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd
my people Israel.’”
7Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star
had appeared. 8And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child,
and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.” 9After
listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose
went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. 10When they saw the
star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11And going into the house they saw the child with
Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they
offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12And being warned in a dream not to return
to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way.
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.
Holy Gospel Mark 1:4–11
P
The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
4John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. 5And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him and
were being baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with
camel’s hair and wore a leather belt around his waist and ate locusts and wild honey. 7And he

preached, saying, “After me comes he who is mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals I am not
worthy to stoop down and untie. 8I have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit.”
9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan.
10
And when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens opening and the Spirit
descending on him like a dove. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with
you I am well pleased.”
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

810 O God of God, O Light of Light
1
O God of God, O Light of Light, O Prince of Peace and King of kings:
To you in heaven’s glory bright, The song of praise forever rings.
To Him who sits upon the throne, The Lamb once slain but raised again,
Be all the glory He has won, All thanks and praise! Amen, amen.
2

For deep in prophets’ sacred page, And grand in poets’ wingèd word,
Slowly in type, from age to age, The nations saw their coming Lord;
Till through the deep Judean night, Rang out the song, “Goodwill to men!”
Sung once by firstborn sons of light, It echoes now, “Goodwill!” Amen.

3

That life of truth, those deeds of love, That death so steeped in hate and scorn—
These all are past, and now above, He reigns, our King once crowned with thorn.
Lift up your heads, O mighty gates! So sang that host beyond our ken.
Lift up your heads, your King awaits. We lift them up. Amen, amen.

4

Then raise to Christ a mighty song, And shout His name, His mercies tell!
Sing, heav’nly host, your praise prolong, And all on earth, your anthem swell!
All hail, O Lamb for sinners slain! Forever let the song ascend!
Worthy the Lamb, enthroned to reign, All glory, pow’r! Amen, amen.

Sermon

Apostles’ Creed
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ,
His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into
hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at
the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T
everlasting. Amen.
Commissioning of Officers for 2021
Prayer of the Church

Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.
549 All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name
1
All hail the pow’r of Jesus’ name! Let angels prostrate fall;
Bring forth the royal diadem, And crown Him Lord of all.
Bring forth the royal diadem, And crown Him Lord of all.
2

Crown Him, ye martyrs of our God, Who from His altar call;
Extol the stem of Jesse’s rod, And crown Him Lord of all.
Extol the stem of Jesse’s rod, And crown Him Lord of all.

3

Ye seed of Israel’s chosen race, Ye ransomed from the fall,
Hail Him who saves you by His grace, And crown Him Lord of all.
Hail Him who saves you by His grace, And crown Him Lord of all.

4

Hail Him, ye heirs of David’s line, Whom David Lord did call,
The God incarnate, man divine, And crown Him Lord of all.
The God incarnate, man divine, And crown Him Lord of all.

5

Sinners, whose love can ne’er forget, The wormwood and the gall,
Go, spread your trophies at His feet, And crown Him Lord of all.
Go, spread your trophies at His feet, And crown Him Lord of all.

6

Let ev’ry kindred, ev’ry tribe, On this terrestrial ball
To Him all majesty ascribe, And crown Him Lord of all.
To Him all majesty ascribe, And crown Him Lord of all.

7

Oh, that with yonder sacred throng, We at His feet may fall!
We’ll join the everlasting song, And crown Him Lord of all.
We’ll join the everlasting song, And crown Him Lord of all.

Text: Public domain
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