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379 O Come, All Ye Faithful sts. 1, ref, 24
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O come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant!
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; Come and behold Him
Born the king of angels: Refrain

O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!

Highest, most holy, Light of Light eternal,
Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes; Son of the Father
Now in flesh appearing! Refrain

Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! Glory to God
In the highest: Refrain

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, Born this happy morning;
Jesus, to Thee be glory giv’n! Word of the Father
Now in flesh appearing! Refrain

Confession and Absolution

P
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In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
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Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy
name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 98:1-4; antiphon: Isaiah 9:6
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon his shoulder,

and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things!
His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him.
The LORD has made known his salvation;
he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations.
He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel.
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.
Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth;
break forth into joyous song and sing praises!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

368 Angels We Have Heard on High
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Angels we have heard on high, Sweetly singing o’er the plains,
And the mountains in reply, Echoing their joyous strains. Refrain

Gloria in excelsis Deo, Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be, Which inspire your heav’nly song? Refrain

Come to Bethlehem and see, Him whose birth the angels sing;
Come, adore on bended knee, Christ the Lord, the newborn King. Refrain

Salutation and Collect of the Day
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The Lord be with you. C And also with you.

Let us pray. Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-begotten Son in the flesh may
set us free from the bondage of sin; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 52:7-10

A

"How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, who publishes
peace, who brings good news of happiness, who publishes salvation, who says to Zion,
“Your God reigns.” 8The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voice; together they ing
for joy; for eye to eye they see the return of the LORD to Zion. °Break forth together into
singing, you waste places of Jerusalem, for the LORD has comforted his people; he has
redeemed Jerusalem. °The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations,
and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.

This is the Word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God.

Christmas Anthem: “Noel” sung by DeeDee Lindamood



Verse of the Day John 1:14

Alleluia. The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as
of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. Alleluia.

Holy Gospel John 1:1-14

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.
C Gloryto You, O Lord.

YIn the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. ?He was
in the beginning with God. 2All things were made through him, and without him was not any
thing made that was made. #In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5The light shines in
the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

5There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. ‘He came as a witness, to bear
witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8He was not the light, but came to bear
witness about the light.

9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. °He was in the world,
and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. *'He came to his own, and
his own people did not receive him. 12But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name,
he gave the right to become children of God, **who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the
flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the
only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. C Praise to You, O Christ.

Holy Gospel Luke 2:1-20

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.
C Gloryto You, O Lord.

!In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered.
2This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3And all went to be
registered, each to his own town. “And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of
Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house
and lineage of David, 5to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 8And while
they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and
wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them
in the inn.

saying that had been told them concerning this child. 8And all who heard it wondered at what the
shepherds told them. °But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 2°And
the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been
told them.

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. C Praise to You, O Christ.

374 Gentle Mary Laid Her Child

1  Gentle Mary laid her child, Lowly in a manger; There He lay, the Undefiled,
To the world a stranger. Such a babe in such a place, Can He be the Savior?
Ask the saved of all the race, Who have found His favor.

2 Angels sang about His birth, Wise Men sought and found Him; Heaven’s star shone brightly
forth, Glory all around Him, Shepherds saw the wondrous sight, Heard the angels singing;
All the plains were lit that night, All the hills were ringing.

3 Gentle Mary laid her child, Lowly in a manger; He is still the Undefiled
But no more a stranger. Son of God of humble birth, Beautiful the story;
Praise His name in all the earth; Hail the King of glory!

Sermon
Nicene Creed

C | believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things
visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very
God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things
were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was
incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified
also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose
again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of
the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end. And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver
of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son
together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And | believe in one
holy Christian and apostolic Church, | acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of
sins, and | look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come.
Amen.

Prayer of the Church
Offering

370 What Child Is This

8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by
night. °And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them,
and they were filled with fear. °And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you

good news of a great joy that will be for all the people. 1*For unto you is born this day in the city
of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. ?And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby
wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” **And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, **“Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” ®When the angels went away from them into
heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that
has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 6And they went with haste and found
Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. *’And when they saw it, they made known the

1  What child is this, who, laid to rest, On Mary’s lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, While shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the king, Whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The babe, the son of Mary!

2 Why lies He in such mean estate, Where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here, The silent Word is pleading.
Nails, spear shall pierce Him through, The cross be borne for me, for you;
Hail, hail the Word made flesh, The babe, the son of Mary!



3 So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh; Come, peasant, king, to own Him.
The King of kings salvation brings; Let loving hearts enthrone Him.
Raise, raise the song on high, The virgin sings her lullaby;

Joy, joy, for Christ is born, The babe, the son of Mary!

Service of the Sacrament

Preface
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P The Lord be with you. And  al - so with you.

P Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give Him thanks

and praise.

P Itistruly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the
mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory that,
seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which are not
seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus
C  Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: Heaven and earth are full of Your
glory. Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You
created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior.
With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice
of His body and His blood on the cross.
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew,
and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink
His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends

of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom,
which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O
Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it
to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which
is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance
of Me.”

Pax Domini
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. C Amen.

Agnus Dei
C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.

393 Infant Holy, Infant Lowly
1 Infant holy, Infant lowly, For His bed a cattle stall; Oxen lowing, Little knowing
Christ the child is Lord of all. Swiftly winging, Angels singing, Bells are ringing,
Tidings bringing: Christ the child is Lord of all! Christ the child is Lord of all!

2 Flocks were sleeping, Shepherds keeping, Vigil till the morning new, Saw the glory,
Heard the story, Tidings of a Gospel true. Thus rejoicing, Free from sorrow,
Praises voicing, Greet the morrow: Christ the child was born for you!
Christ the child was born for you!

86 Now Sing We, Now Rejoice
1 Now sing we, now rejoice, Now raise to heav’n our voice; He from whom joy streameth
Poor in a manger lies; Not so brightly beameth, The sun in yonder skies.
Thou my Savior art! Thou my Savior art!

2 Come from on high to me; I cannot rise to Thee. Cheer my wearied spirit,
O pure and holy Child; Through Thy grace and merit, Blest Jesus, Lord most mild,



Draw me unto Thee! Draw me unto Thee!

Now through His Son doth shine, The Father’s grace divine. Death was reigning o’er us
Through sin and vanity, Till He opened for us, A bright eternity.
May we praise Him there! May we praise Him there!

Oh, where shall joy be found? Where but on heav’nly ground? Where the angels singing
With all His saints unite, Sweetest praises bringing, In heav’nly joy and light.
Oh, that we were there! Oh, that we were there!

Thank the Lord

C

Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He has done.
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name.

He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy

with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia.

Post-Communion Collect

A

C

Let us pray.

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your
only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon
and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule
our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benediction

P

C

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to
you. The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

387 Joy to the World
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Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King; Let ev’ry heart prepare Him
room, And heav’n and nature sing, And heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! Let men their songs employ,
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains, Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy, Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

No more let sins and sorrows grow, Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make His blessings flow, Far as the curse is found,
Far as the curse is found, Far as, far as the curse is found.

He rules the world with truth and grace, And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness, And wonders of His love,
And wonders of His love,And wonders, wonders of His love.
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