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FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
April 21, 2024

710 The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want

1 The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want; He makes me down to lie
In pastures green; He leadeth me, The quiet waters by.

2 My soul He doth restore again, And me to walk doth make
Within the paths of righteousness, E’en for His own name’s sake.

3 Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale, Yet will | fear no ill;
For Thou art with me, and Thy rod, And staff me comfort still.

4 My table Thou hast furnished, In presence of my foes;
My head Thou dost with oil anoint, And my cup overflows.

5 Goodness and mercy all my life, Shall surely follow me;
And in God’s house forevermore, My dwelling place shall be.

Confession and Absolution

P Inthe name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?

But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive
the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first
consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in
thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition.
Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father,
seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.
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Kneel/Stand

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life.
Amen.

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

Service of the Word
Psalm 23 (KJV)

The LoRD is my shepherd; I shall not want. He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: He
leadeth me beside the still waters. He restoreth my soul: He leadeth me in the paths of

Kyrie

righteousness for His name’s sake. Yea, though | walk through the valley of the shadow of
death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; Thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me. Thou
preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: Thou anointest my head with
oil; my cup runneth over. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life:
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is
now, and will be forever. Amen.
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Christ, have mer-cy;

Lord, have mer -cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

735 Have No Fear, Little Flock

1 Have no fear, little flock; Have no fear, little flock, For the Father has chosen
To give you the Kingdom; Have no fear, little flock!

2  Have good cheer, little flock; Have good cheer, little flock, For the Father will keep you
In His love forever; Have good cheer, little flock!

3 Praise the Lord high above; Praise the Lord high above, For He stoops down to heal you,
Uplift and restore you; Praise the Lord high above!

4 Thankful hearts raise to God; Thankful hearts raise to God, For He stays close beside you,
In all things works with you; Thankful hearts raise to God.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

P The Lord be with you.

C  And also with you.

P Letus pray.
Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from death the Shepherd of Your
sheep, grant us Your Holy Spirit that when we hear the voice of our Shepherd we may know
Him who calls us each by name and follow where He leads; through the same Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C Amen.

First Reading Acts 4:1-12

As they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of the temple and the
Sadducees came upon them, 2greatly annoyed because they were teaching the people and
proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from the dead. 3And they arrested them and put them in
custody until the next day, for it was already evening. “But many of those who had heard the word
believed, and the number of the men came to about five thousand.

50n the next day their rulers and elders and scribes gathered together in Jerusalem, éwith Annas
the high priest and Caiaphas and John and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly



family. "And when they had set them in the midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what
name did you do this?” 8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the
people and elders, °if we are being examined today concerning a good deed done to a crippled
man, by what means this man has been healed, ‘%let it be known to all of you and to all the people
of Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised
from the dead—by him this man is standing before you well. 1*This Jesus is the stone that was
rejected by you, the builders, which has become the cornerstone. 2And there is salvation in no
one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”
A This is the Word of the Lord.

C  Thanks be to God.

Gradual adapt. from Matthew 28:7; Hebrews 2:7; Psalm 8:6

Christ has risen from the dead.

[God the Father] has crowned him with glory and honor.
He has given him dominion over the works of his hands;

he has put all things under his feet.

Epistle 1 John3:16-24

16By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for
the brothers. ’But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his
heart against him, how does God’s love abide in him? ‘8Little children, let us not love in word or
talk but in deed and in truth.

9By this we shall know that we are of the truth and reassure our heart before him; 2°for
whenever our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and he knows everything.
21Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence before God; ??and whatever we
ask we receive from him, because we keep his commandments and do what pleases him. 2And
this is his commandment, that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one
another, just as he has commanded us. 2*Whoever keeps his commandments abides in him, and he
in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit whom he has given us.
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C  Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse
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Holy Gospel John 10:11-18

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter.
C Gloryto You, O Lord.

H[Jesus said:] “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.
12He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming
and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. *3He flees because
he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. I am the good shepherd. | know my own and
my own know me, ‘Sjust as the Father knows me and | know the Father; and | lay down my life
for the sheep. ®And | have other sheep that are not of this fold. | must bring them also, and they
will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 1’For this reason the Father loves
me, because | lay down my life that | may take it up again. ®No one takes it from me, but I lay it
down of my own accord. | have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again.
This charge I have received from my Father.”

P  This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

Children's Message

709 The King of Love My Shepherd Is

1 The King of love my shepherd is, Whose goodness faileth never;
I nothing lack if I am His, And He is mine forever.

2 Where streams of living water flow, My ransomed soul He leadeth
And, where the verdant pastures grow, With food celestial feedeth.

3 Perverse and foolish oft | strayed, But yet in love He sought me
And on His shoulder gently laid, And home rejoicing brought me.

4 In death’s dark vale I fear no ill, With Thee, dear Lord, beside me,

Thy rod and staff my comfort still, Thy cross before to guide me.

5  Thou spreadst a table in my sight; Thine unction grace bestoweth;

And, oh, what transport of delight, From Thy pure chalice floweth!

6  And so through all the length of days, Thy goodness faileth never;
Good Shepherd, may | sing Thy praise, Within Thy house forever!



Sermon

Nicene Creed

c

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things
visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very
God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things
were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was
incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified
also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He
rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the
dead, whose kingdom will have no end. And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and
giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the
Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in
one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission
of sins, and | look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come.
Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Offering

Service of the Sacrament

Preface
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Sanctus

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to
You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so
freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love
shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on
Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen
from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin
and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all
the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You
and saying:

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored;

Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name.
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord;
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

Prayer of Thanksgiving

p

Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and
given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have
eternal life.

For Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed. By His death, He has redeemed us from
bondage to sin and death, and by His resurrection, He has delivered us into new life in Him.
Grant us to keep the Feast in sincerity and truth, faithfully eating His body given into death
and drinking His life’s blood poured out for our salvation until we pass through death to the
promised land of life eternal.

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Lord’s Prayer

C

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

p

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it
to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which
is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance
of Me.”

Pax Domini

p
C

Agnus Dei

C

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

1 O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away;
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray.

2 O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away;
Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray.



466 Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia
1  Christ has arisen, alleluia. Rejoice and praise Him, alleluia.
For our Redeemer burst from the tomb, Even from death, dispelling its gloom. Refrain

ref Let us sing praise to Him with endless joy; Death’s fearful sting He has come to destroy.
Our sin forgiving, alleluia! Jesus is living, alleluia!

2  For three long days the grave did its worst, Until its strength by God was dispersed.
He who gives life did death undergo; And in its conquest His might did show. Refrain

3 The angel said to them, “Do not fear! You look for Jesus who is not here.
See for yourselves the tomb is all bare; Only the grave cloths are lying there.” Refrain

4 “Go spread the news: He’s not in the grave; He has arisen this world to save.
Jesus’ redeeming labors are done; Even the battle with sin is won.” Refrain

5  Christ has arisen; He sets us free; Alleluia, to Him praises be.
Jesus is living! Let us all sing; He reigns triumphant, heavenly King. Refrain

That's What Faith Must Be (Screen)

740 | Am Jesus’ Little Lamb
1 TamJesus’ little lamb, Ever glad at heart | am;
For my Shepherd gently guides me, Knows my need and well provides me,
Loves me ev’ry day the same, Even calls me by my name.

2  Day by day, at home, away, Jesus is my staff and stay.
When | hunger, Jesus feeds me, Into pleasant pastures leads me;
When | thirst, He bids me go, Where the quiet waters flow.

3 Who so happy as | am, Even now the Shepherd’s lamb?
And when my short life is ended, By His angel host attended,
He shall fold me to His breast, There within His arms to rest.

Nunc Dimittis
C 10 Lord, now let Your servant, Depart in heav’nly peace,
For I have seen the glory, Of Your redeeming grace:
A light to lead the Gentiles, Unto Your holy hill,
The glory of Your people, Your chosen Israel.

2 All glory to the Father, All glory to the Son,
All glory to the Spirit, Forever Three in One;
For as in the beginning, Is now, shall ever be,
God’s triune name resounding, Through all eternity.

Post-Communion Collect
A Letus pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift,
and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Benedicamus
A Letus bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to
you. The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.

711 Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us
1 Savior, like a shepherd lead us; Much we need Your tender care.
In Your pleasant pastures feed us, For our use Your fold prepare.
Blesséd Jesus, blesséd Jesus, You have bought us; we are Yours.
Blesséd Jesus, blesséd Jesus, You have bought us; we are Yours.

2  Weare Yours; in love befriend us, Be the guardian of our way;
Keep Your flock, from sin defend us, Seek us when we go astray.
Blesséd Jesus, blesséd Jesus, Hear us children when we pray.
Blesséd Jesus, blesséd Jesus, Hear us children when we pray.

3 You have promised to receive us, Poor and sinful though we be;
You have mercy to relieve us, Grace to cleanse, and pow’r to free.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, Early let us turn to You.

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, Early let us turn to You.

4 Early let us seek Your favor, Early let us do Your will;
Blesséd Lord and only Savior, With Your love our spirits fill.
Blesséd Jesus, blesséd Jesus, You have loved us, love us still.
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