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May 25, 2025 

556 Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice  sts. 1–5 
1 Dear Christians, one and all, rejoice, With exultation springing, 

And with united heart and voice, And holy rapture singing, 

Proclaim the wonders God has done, How His right arm the vict’ry won. 

What price our ransom cost Him! 
 

2 Fast bound in Satan’s chains I lay; Death brooded darkly o’er me. 

Sin was my torment night and day; In sin my mother bore me. 

But daily deeper still I fell; My life became a living hell, 

 So firmly sin possessed me. 
 

3 My own good works all came to naught, No grace or merit gaining; 

Free will against God’s judgment fought, Dead to all good remaining. 

My fears increased till sheer despair, Left only death to be my share; 

The pangs of hell I suffered. 
 

4 But God had seen my wretched state, Before the world’s foundation, 

And mindful of His mercies great, He planned for my salvation. 

He turned to me a father’s heart; He did not choose the easy part 

But gave His dearest treasure. 
 

5 God said to His belovèd Son: “It’s time to have compassion. 

Then go, bright jewel of My crown, And bring to all salvation. 

From sin and sorrow set them free; Slay bitter death for them that they 

May live with You forever.” 

Confession and Absolution 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For 

the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 

so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 

name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 

all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 

Introit  Psalm 55:4, 16–18; antiphon: v. 22 

Cast your burden on the LORD, and he will sustain you; 

 he will never permit the righteous to be moved. 

My heart is in anguish within me; 

 the terrors of death have fallen upon me. 

But I call to God, 

 and the LORD will save me. 

Evening and morning and at noon I utter my complaint and moan, 

 and he hears my voice. 

He redeems my soul in safety from the battle that I wage, 

 for many are arrayed against me. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Cast your burden on the LORD, and he will sustain you; 

 he will never permit the righteous to be moved. 

Kyrie 
A In peace let us pray to the Lord.  

 
 A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

 
A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity 

of all let us pray to the Lord. 

 
A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the 

Lord. 



 
 A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

556 Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice  sts. 6–10 
6 The Son obeyed His Father’s will, Was born of virgin mother; 

And God’s good pleasure to fulfill, He came to be my brother. 

His royal pow’r disguised He bore; A servant’s form, like mine, He wore 

To lead the devil captive. 
 

7 To me He said: “Stay close to Me, I am your rock and castle. 

Your ransom I Myself will be; For you I strive and wrestle. 

For I am yours, and you are Mine, And where I am you may remain; 

The foe shall not divide us. 
 

8 “Though he will shed My precious blood, Me of My life bereaving, 

All this I suffer for your good; Be steadfast and believing. 

Life will from death the vict’ry win; My innocence shall bear your sin, 

And you are blest forever. 
 

9 “Now to My Father I depart, From earth to heav’n ascending, 

And, heav’nly wisdom to impart, The Holy Spirit sending; 

In trouble He will comfort you, And teach you always to be true 

And into truth shall guide you. 
 

10 “What I on earth have done and taught, Guide all your life and teaching; 

So shall the kingdom’s work be wrought, And honored in your preaching. 

But watch lest foes with base alloy, The heav’nly treasure should destroy; 

This final word I leave you.” 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 

O God, the giver of all that is good, by Your holy inspiration grant that we may think those 

things that are right and by Your merciful guiding accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 

 

First Reading  Acts 16:9–15 
 9A vision appeared to Paul in the night: a man of Macedonia was standing there, urging him 

and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 10And when Paul had seen the vision, 

immediately we sought to go on into Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the 

gospel to them. 

 11So, setting sail from Troas, we made a direct voyage to Samothrace, and the following day to 

Neapolis, 12and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a 

Roman colony. We remained in this city some days. 13And on the Sabbath day we went outside 

the gate to the riverside, where we supposed there was a place of prayer, and we sat down and 

spoke to the women who had come together. 14One who heard us was a woman named Lydia, 

from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple goods, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened 

her heart to pay attention to what was said by Paul. 15And after she was baptized, and her 

household as well, she urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come 

to my house and stay.” And she prevailed upon us. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual adapt. from Matthew 28:7; Hebrews 2:7; Psalm 8:6 
Christ has risen from the dead. 

 [God the Father] has crowned him with glory and honor. 

He has given him dominion over the works of his hands; 

 he has put all things under his feet. 

 

Epistle  Revelation 21:9–14, 21–27 
 9Then came one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues and 

spoke to me, saying, “Come, I will show you the Bride, the wife of the Lamb.” 10And he carried 

me away in the Spirit to a great, high mountain, and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming 

down out of heaven from God, 11having the glory of God, its radiance like a most rare jewel, like 

a jasper, clear as crystal. 12It had a great, high wall, with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve 

angels, and on the gates the names of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel were inscribed— 13on 

the east three gates, on the north three gates, on the south three gates, and on the west three gates. 
14And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the twelve names of the 

twelve apostles of the Lamb. . . . 

 21And the twelve gates were twelve pearls, each of the gates made of a single pearl, and the 

street of the city was pure gold, transparent as glass. 

 22And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. 
23And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its 

lamp is the Lamb. 24By its light will the nations walk, and the kings of the earth will bring their 

glory into it, 25and its gates will never be shut by day—and there will be no night there. 26They 

will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations. 27But nothing unclean will ever enter it, 

nor anyone who does what is detestable or false, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s 

book of life. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 



 

Alleluia and Verse 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel Luke 24:44–53 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 44Then [Jesus] said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, 

that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be 

fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46and said to them, “Thus it 

is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 47and that 

repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning 

from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49And behold, I am sending the promise of 

my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” 

 50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. 51While he 

blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven. 52And they worshiped him and 

returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 53and were continually in the temple blessing God. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Children's Message 
 

830 Spread the Reign of God the Lord 
1 Spread the reign of God the Lord, Spoken, written, mighty Word; 

Ev’rywhere His creatures call, To His heav’nly banquet hall. 
 

2 Tell how God the Father’s will, Made the world, upholds it still, 

How His own dear Son He gave, Us from sin and death to save. 
 

3 Tell of our Redeemer’s grace, Who, to save our human race 

And to pay rebellion’s price, Gave Himself as sacrifice. 
 

4 Tell of God the Spirit giv’n, Now to guide us on to heav’n, 

Strong and holy, just and true, Working both to will and do. 
 

5 Enter, mighty Word, the field; Ripe the promise of its yield. 

But the reapers, oh, how few, For the work there is to do! 
 

6 Lord of harvest, great and kind, Rouse to action heart and mind; 

Let the gath’ring nations all, See Your light and heed Your call. 

 

Sermon 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, 

His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,     

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into 

hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at 

the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the 

living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints,  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

Offering 
 

489 Hail Thee, Festival Day sts. ref-a–2a 
ref-a Hail thee, festival day! Blest day to be hallowed forever; 

Day when our risen Lord, Rose in the heavens to reign. 
 

1a He who was nailed to the cross, Is ruler and Lord of all people. 

All things created on earth, Sing to the glory of God: Refrain 
 

2a Daily the loveliness grows, Adorned with the glory of blossom; 

Heaven her gateway unbars, Flinging her increase of light: Refrain 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses  as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,     

but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory     

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Collect for Memorial Day 
 

TAPS 
 



717 Eternal Father, Strong to Save sts. 1–4 
1 Eternal Father, strong to save, Whose arm hath bound the restless wave, 

Who bidd’st the mighty ocean deep, Its own appointed limits keep: 

O hear us when we cry to Thee, For those in peril on the sea. 
 

2 O Christ, the Lord of hill and plain, O’er which our traffic runs amain 

By mountain pass or valley low;  Wherever, Lord, Thy people go, 

Protect them by Thy guarding hand, From ev’ry peril on the land. 
 

3 O Spirit, whom the Father sent, To spread abroad the firmament; 

O Wind of heaven, by Thy might, Save all who dare the eagle’s flight, 

And keep them by Thy watchful care, From ev’ry peril in the air. 
 

4 O Trinity of love and pow’r, Our people shield in danger’s hour; 

From rock and tempest, fire and foe, Protect them wheresoe’er they go; 

Thus evermore shall rise to Thee, Glad praise from air and land and sea. 
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