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376 Once in Royal David’s City 
1 Once in royal David’s city, Stood a lowly cattle shed, 

Where a mother laid her baby, In a manger for His bed: 

Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child. 
 

2 He came down to earth from heaven, Who is God and Lord of all, 

And His shelter was a stable, And His cradle was a stall; 

With the poor and mean and lowly, Lived on earth our Savior holy. 
 

3 For He is our childhood’s pattern, Day by day like us He grew; 

He was little, weak, and helpless, Tears and smiles like us He knew; 

And He feels for all our sadness, And He shares in all our gladness. 
 

4 And our eyes at last shall see Him,  Through His own redeeming love; 

For that child so dear and gentle, Is our Lord in heav’n above; 

And He leads His children on, To the place where He is gone. 
 

5 Not in that poor, lowly stable, With the oxen standing by 

Shall we see Him, but in heaven, Set at God’s right hand on high. 

Then like stars His children, crowned, All in white, His praise will sound! 

Confession and Absolution 
 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 

Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I 

have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 

But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 

boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of 

Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the 

Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of 

my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Service of the Word 

Introit 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; 

 and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, 

 Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things! 

 His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him. 

The LORD has made known his salvation; 

 he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations. 

He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel. 

 All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 

Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; 

 (sung) Glory be to the Father and  to the Son and to the Holy  Ghost; as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; 

 and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, 

 Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

 

Kyrie 

 

 
 

380 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
1 Hark! The herald angels sing, Glory to the newborn King; Peace on earth and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled!” Joyful, all ye nations, rise, Join the triumph of the skies; 

With the_angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” Refrain 

 

ref Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 
 

2 Christ, by highest heav’n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord, Late in time behold Him 

come, Offspring of a virgin’s womb. Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, Hail the_incarnate 

Deity! Pleased as Man with man to dwell, Jesus, our Immanuel! Refrain 
 

3 Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 



  Light and life to all He brings, Ris’n with healing in His wings. 

Mild He lays His glory by, Born that man no more may die, 

Born to raise the sons of earth, Born to give them second birth. Refrain 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
 
P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-begotten Son in the flesh may set us free 

from the bondage of sin; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 9:6–7 
6For to us a child is born,  to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his 

name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his 

kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and 

forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual Isaiah 9:6; Psalm 98:1a 
To us a child is born, to us a son is given; 

 and the government shall be upon his shoulder. 

And his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Sing to the Lord a new song, 

 for he has done marvelous things! 

 

Epistle  Hebrews 1:1–12 
 1Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, 2but in 

these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through 

whom also he created the world. 3He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of 

his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for 

sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4having become as much superior to 

angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 5For to which of the angels did 

God ever say, “You are my Son, today I have begotten you”? Or again, “I will be to him a father, 

and he shall be to me a son”? 6And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, 

“Let all God’s angels worship him.” 7Of the angels he says, “He makes his angels winds, and his 

ministers a flame of fire.” 8But of the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, the 

scepter of uprightness is the scepter of your kingdom. 9You have loved righteousness and hated 

wickedness; therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness beyond your 

companions.” 10And, “You, Lord, laid the foundation of the earth in the beginning, and the 

heavens are the work of your hands; 11they will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like 

a garment, 12like a robe you will roll them up, like a garment they will be changed. But you are 

the same, and your years will have no end.” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Alleluia 

 
 

Holy Gospel John 1:1–14 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 

 
 

  1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was 

in the beginning with God. 3All things were made through him, and without him was not any 

thing made that was made. 4In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5The light shines in 

the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 6There was a man sent from God, whose name 

was John. 7He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through 

him. 8He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light.  9The true light, which 

enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10He was in the world, and the world was made 

through him, yet the world did not know him. 11He came to his own, and his own people did not 

receive him. 12But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to 

become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will 

of man, but of God. 14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his 

glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 



386 Now Sing We, Now Rejoice 
1 Now sing we, now rejoice, Now raise to heav’n our voice; 

He from whom joy streameth Poor in a manger lies;  Not so brightly beameth 

The sun in yonder skies. Thou my Savior art! Thou my Savior art! 

 

2 Come from on high to me; I cannot rise to Thee. Cheer my wearied spirit, 

O pure and holy Child;  Through Thy grace and merit, Blest Jesus, Lord most mild, 

Draw me unto Thee!  Draw me unto Thee! 
 

3 Now through His Son doth shine, The Father’s grace divine. Death was reigning o’er us 

Through sin and vanity,  Till He opened for us, A bright eternity. 

May we praise Him there! May we praise Him there! 
 

4 Oh, where shall joy be found? Where but on heav’nly ground? Where the angels singing 

With all His saints unite, Sweetest praises bringing, In heav’nly joy and light. 

Oh, that we were there!  Oh, that we were there! 

Sermon 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things 

visible and invisible.  And in one Lord Jesus Christ,  the only-begotten Son of God,     

begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very 

God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things 

were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was 

incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified 

also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He 

rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right 

hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 

dead, whose kingdom will have no end.  And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and 

giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 

Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in 

one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission 

of sins,  and I look for the resurrection of the dead  and the life T of the world to come. 

Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Offering 
 

933 My Soul Rejoices 
1 My soul rejoices, My spirit voices—Sing the greatness of the Lord! 

For God my Savior,  Has shown me favor—Sing the greatness of the Lord! 

With praise and blessing,  Join in confessing, God, who is solely 

Mighty and holy—O sing the greatness of God the Lord!  His mercy surely 

Shall rest securely, On all who fear Him,  Love and revere Him— 

O sing the greatness of God the Lord! 

 

2 His arm now baring,  His strength declaring—Sing the greatness of the Lord! 

The proud He scatters,  Their rule He shatters—Sing the greatness of the Lord! 

        Oppression halted;  The meek exalted.  Full are the hungry; 

 Empty, the wealthy—O sing the greatness of God the Lord!  Here is the toke 

       All that was spoken,  To Abr’ham’s offspring, God is fulfilling— 

O sing the greatness of God the Lord! 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface 
P The Lord be with you. 

 
 
P Lift up your hearts. 

 
 
P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the 

mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory that, 

seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which are not 

seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 

magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus 
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth;  heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 



 
 
 
Lord’s Prayer 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those  who trespass against us;  and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, 

which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it 

to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which 

is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 

of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  
 

Agnus Dei 
C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon 

us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon 

us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. 

Amen. 

 

379 O Come, All Ye Faithful sts. 1, ref, 2–4 
1 O come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant! O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

Come and behold Him, Born the king of angels: Refrain 
 

ref O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him,  Christ the Lord! 
 

2 Highest, most holy, Light of Light eternal, Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes; 

Son of the Father, Now in flesh appearing! Refrain 
 

3 Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation, Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 

Glory to God, In the highest: Refrain 
 

4 Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, Born this happy morning; Jesus, to Thee be glory giv’n! 

Word of the Father, Now in flesh appearing! Refrain 

 

621 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 
1 Let all mortal flesh keep silence, And with fear and trembling stand; 

Ponder nothing earthly-minded,  For with blessing in His hand 

Christ our God to earth descending,  Comes our homage to demand. 

 

2 King of kings yet born of Mary, As of old on earth He stood, 

Lord of lords in human vesture, In the body and the blood, 

He will give to all the faithful, His own self for heav’nly food. 
 

3 Rank on rank the host of heaven, Spreads its vanguard on the way 

As the Light of Light, descending, From the realms of endless day, 

Comes the pow’rs of hell to vanquish, As the darkness clears away. 
 

4 At His feet the six-winged seraph, Cherubim with sleepless eye, 

Veil their faces to the presence, As with ceaseless voice they cry: 

“Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, Lord Most High!” 

 

393 Infant Holy, Infant Lowly 
1 Infant holy, Infant lowly, For His bed a cattle stall; Oxen lowing, Little knowing 

Christ the child is Lord of all. Swiftly winging, Angels singing, Bells are ringing, 

Tidings bringing: Christ the child is Lord of all!  Christ the child is Lord of all! 
 

2 Flocks were sleeping, Shepherds keeping, Vigil till the morning new,  Saw the glory, 

Heard the story, Tidings of a Gospel true. Thus rejoicing, Free from sorrow, 

Praises voicing, Greet the morrow: Christ the child was born for you! 

Christ the child was born for you! 

 

Nunc Dimittis 
C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, 

for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all 

people, a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

 

Thanksgiving 
A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

  
 



A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, 

and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 

toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

  
 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
 

Benedicamus 
A Bless we the Lord. 

  
 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 

 

387 Joy to the World 
1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come!  Let earth receive her King; 

Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room, And heav’n and nature sing, 

And heav’n and nature sing, And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 
 

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! Let men their songs employ, 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains, Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat the sounding joy, Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

3 No more let sins and sorrows grow, Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow, Far as the curse is found, 

Far as the curse is found, Far as, far as the curse is found. 
 

4 He rules the world with truth and grace, And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness, And wonders of His love, 

And wonders of His love, And wonders, wonders of His love. 
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