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367 Angels from the Realms of Glory 
1 Angels from the realms of glory, Wing your flight o’er all the earth; 

Ye who sang creation’s story, Now proclaim Messiah’s birth. Refrain 
 

ref Come and worship, come and worship; Worship Christ, the newborn King. 
 

2 Shepherds in the field abiding,  Watching o’er your flocks by night, 

God with us is now residing, Yonder shines the Infant Light. Refrain 
 

3 Sages, leave your contemplations, Brighter visions beam afar; 

Seek the great Desire of nations, Ye have seen His natal star. Refrain 

 

4 Saints before the altar bending, Watching long in hope and fear, 

Suddenly the Lord, descending, In His temple shall appear. Refrain 
 

D 5 All creation, join in praising, God the Father, Spirit, Son, 

Evermore your voices raising, To the eternal Three in One. Refrain 

Confession and Absolution 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive 

the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first 

consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in 

thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 

Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, 

seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. 

Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 

all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 

Introit Psalm 147:1, 5, 11–12; antiphon: John 1:14 

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, 

 glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

Praise the LORD! For it is good to sing praises to our God; 

 for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is fitting. 

Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; 

 his understanding is beyond measure. 

But the LORD takes pleasure in those who fear him, 

 in those who hope in his steadfast love. 

Praise the LORD, O Jerusalem! 

 Praise your God, O Zion! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, 

 glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

Kyrie 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis 

C 1 To God on high be glory. And peace to all the earth; Goodwill from God in heaven 

    Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth! We praise and bless You, Father; 

   Your holy name, we sing—Our thanks for Your great glory, 

    Lord God, our heav’nly King. 
 

2 To You, O sole-begotten, The Father’s Son, we pray; O Lamb of God, our Savior, 

    You take our sins away. Have mercy on us, Jesus; Receive our heartfelt cry, 

    Where You in pow’r are seated, At God’s right hand on high— 
  

3 For You alone are holy; You only are the Lord. Forever and forever, 

    Be worshiped and adored; You with the Holy Spirit, Alone are Lord Most High, 

    In God the Father’s glory.  “Amen!” our glad reply. 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, You have poured into our hearts the true Light of Your incarnate Word. 

Grant that this Light may shine forth in our lives; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading Haggai 2:1–9 
 1In the seventh month, on the twenty-first day of the month, the word of the LORD came by the 

hand of Haggai the prophet, 2“Speak now to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, 

and to Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and to all the remnant of the people, and say, 



3‘Who is left among you who saw this house in its former glory? How do you see it now? Is it not 

as nothing in your eyes? 4Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, declares the LORD. Be strong, O 

Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the high priest. Be strong, all you people of the land, declares the 

LORD. Work, for I am with you, declares the LORD of hosts, 5according to the covenant that I 

made with you when you came out of Egypt. My Spirit remains in your midst. Fear not. 6For thus 

says the LORD of hosts: Yet once more, in a little while, I will shake the heavens and the earth and 

the sea and the dry land. 7And I will shake all nations, so that the treasures of all nations shall 

come in, and I will fill this house with glory, says the LORD of hosts. 8The silver is mine, and the 

gold is mine, declares the LORD of hosts. 9The latter glory of this house shall be greater than the 

former, says the LORD of hosts. And in this place I will give peace, declares the LORD of hosts.’” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual Isaiah 9:6; Psalm 98:1a 

To us a child is born, to us a son is given; 

 and the government shall be upon his shoulder. 

And his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Sing to the Lord a new song, 

 for he has done marvelous things! 

 

Epistle  Ephesians 1:3–14 
 3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with 

every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4even as he chose us in him before the foundation 

of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love 5he predestined us for 

adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, 6to the praise of his 

glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 7In him we have redemption through 

his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 8which he 

lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9making known to us the mystery of his will, 

according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ 10as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite 

all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 

 11In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of 

him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, 12so that we who were the first to 

hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. 13In him you also, when you heard the word of 

truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy 

Spirit, 14who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of 

his glory. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Alleluia and Verse 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Holy Gospel Luke 2:40–52 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 40The child [Jesus] grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was 

upon him. 

 41Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. 42And when he 

was twelve years old, they went up according to custom. 43And when the feast was ended, as they 

were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents did not know it, 44but 

supposing him to be in the group they went a day’s journey, but then they began to search for him 

among their relatives and acquaintances, 45and when they did not find him, they returned to 

Jerusalem, searching for him. 46After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the 

teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47And all who heard him were amazed at 

his understanding and his answers. 48And when his parents saw him, they were astonished. And 

his mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, your father and I have been 

searching for you in great distress.” 49And he said to them, “Why were you looking for me? Did 

you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” 50And they did not understand the saying that 

he spoke to them. 51And he went down with them and came to Nazareth and was submissive to 

them. And his mother treasured up all these things in her heart. 

 52And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Children's Message 
 



410 Within the Father’s House 
1 Within the Father’s house, The Son has found His home, 

And to His temple suddenly, The Lord of life has come. 
 

2 The doctors of the Law, Gaze on the wondrous child 

And marvel at His gracious words, Of wisdom undefiled. 
 

3 Yet not to them is giv’n, The mighty truth to know, 

To lift the earthly veil that hides, Incarnate God below. 
 

4 The secret of the Lord,  Escapes each human eye, 

And faithful pond’ring hearts await, The full epiphany. 
 

5 Lord, visit Thou our souls, And teach us by Thy grace 

Each dim revealing of Thyself,  With loving awe to trace 
 

D 6 Till we behold Thy face, And know as we are known 

Thee, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,  Coequal Three in One. 

Sermon 
 

Nicene Creed 
C C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible.  And in one Lord Jesus Christ,  the only-begotten Son of 

God,     begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God 

of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all 

things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and 

was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was 

crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third 

day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the 

right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living 

and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.  And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the 

Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father 

and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I 

believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the 

remission of sins,  and I look for the resurrection of the dead  and the life T of the world 

to come. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Offering 
 

368 Angels We Have Heard on High 
1 Angels we have heard on high, Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply,  Echoing their joyous strains. Refrain 
 

ref Gloria in excelsis Deo. Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 

2 Shepherds, why this jubilee?  Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be, Which inspire your heav’nly song? Refrain 
 

3 Come to Bethlehem and see, Him whose birth the angels sing; 

Come, adore on bended knee, Christ the Lord, the newborn King. Refrain 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so 

freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love 

shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on 

Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen 

from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin 

and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all 

the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 

and saying: 

 

Sanctus 
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 

Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name. 

Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord; 

Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and 

given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 

eternal life. 

In the beginning You created all things by Your Word; and in the fullness of time Your 

Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth. 

Let Your Word made flesh dwell richly among us that, faithfully eating His body and 

drinking His blood, we may receive the fullness of Your grace and truth in Christ Jesus, our 

Lord. 

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
 
 



C C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those  who trespass against us;  and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, 

which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it 

to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which 

is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 

of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei 
C 1  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God,  You take the sin of the world away; 

    O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 
  

2  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away; 

    Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 

 
395 O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright 

1 O Morning Star, how fair and bright! You shine with God’s own truth and light, 

Aglow with grace and mercy! Of Jacob’s race, King David’s son, 

Our Lord and master, You have won, Our hearts to serve You only! Lowly, holy!  

Great and glorious,  All victorious, Rich in blessing! Rule and might o’er all possessing! 
 

2 Come, heav’nly Bridegroom, Light divine, And deep within our hearts now shine; 

There light a flame undying! In Your one body let us be 

As living branches of a tree, Your life our lives supplying.  Now, though daily 

Earth’s deep sadness, May perplex us, And distress us, Yet with heav’nly joy You bless us. 
 

3 Lord, when You look on us in love, At once there falls from God above 

A ray of purest pleasure. Your Word and Spirit, flesh and blood 

Refresh our souls with heav’nly food. You are our dearest treasure!  Let Your mercy 

       Warm and cheer us!  O draw near us! For You teach us, God’s own love through You has 

reached us. 
 

4 Almighty Father, in Your Son, You loved us when not yet begun 

Was this old earth’s foundation! Your Son has ransomed us in love 

To live in Him here and above: This is Your great salvation.  Alleluia! 

Christ the living, To us giving,  Life forever, Keeps us Yours and fails us never! 
 

5 O let the harps break forth in sound! Our joy be all with music crowned, 

Our voices gladly blending! For Christ goes with us all the way— Today, tomorrow, ev’ry 

day! His love is never ending! Sing out! Ring out!  Jubilation! Exultation! 

Tell the story! Great is He, the King of Glory! 
 

6 What joy to know, when life is past, The Lord we love is first and last, 

The end and the beginning! He will one day, oh, glorious grace, 

Transport us to that happy place, Beyond all tears and sinning!  Amen! Amen! 

Come, Lord Jesus! Crown of gladness! We are yearning, For the day of Your returning! 

 
(Screen) Hark the Herald Angels Sing/King of Heaven 

 

396 Arise and Shine in Splendor 
1 Arise and shine in splendor; Let night to day surrender. 

Your light is drawing near. Above, the day is beaming, 

In matchless beauty gleaming; The glory of the Lord is here. 
 

2 See earth in darkness lying, The heathen nations dying 

In hopeless gloom and night. To you the Lord of heaven— 

Your life, your hope—has given, Great glory, honor, and delight. 
 

3 The world’s remotest races, Upon whose weary faces 

The sun looks from the sky, Shall run with zeal untiring, 

With joy Your light desiring, That breaks upon them from on high. 
 

4 Lift up your eyes in wonder—See, nations gather yonder 

From sin to be set free. The world has heard Your story; 

Her sons come to Your glory; Her daughters haste Your light to see. 
 

5 Your heart will leap for gladness, When from the realms of sadness 

They come from near and far. Your eyes will wake from slumber 

As people without number, Rejoice to see the Morning Star. 

 
Nunc Dimittis 

C 1 O Lord, now let Your servant, Depart in heav’nly peace, For I have seen the glory 

    Of Your redeeming grace: A light to lead the Gentiles, Unto Your holy hill, 

    The glory of Your people, Your chosen Israel. 
 

2 All glory to the Father, All glory to the Son, All glory to the Spirit, 

    Forever Three in One; For as in the beginning,  Is now, shall ever be, 

    God’s triune name resounding, Through all eternity. 

 

Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 



We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, 

and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 

toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benedicamus 
A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

733 O God, Our Help in Ages Past sts. 1–6 
1 O God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come, 

Our shelter from the stormy blast, And our eternal home: 
 

2 Under the shadow of Thy throne, Thy saints have dwelt secure; 

Sufficient is Thine arm alone, And our defense is sure. 
 

3 Before the hills in order stood, Or earth received her frame, 

From everlasting Thou art God, To endless years the same. 
 

4 A thousand ages in Thy sight, Are like an evening gone, 

Short as the watch that ends the night,  Before the rising sun. 
 

5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, Soon bears us all away; 

We fly forgotten as a dream, Dies at the op’ning day. 
 

6 O God, our help in ages past,  Our hope for years to come, 

Be Thou our guard while troubles last,And our eternal home! 
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